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As a homeowner, it's your responsibility to keep your home safe. But knowing how to do that
can be daunting, especially when you live in an area like the Bahamas that is prone to
hurricanes, flooding, and other weather-related disasters. Keep your home and your family safe
with this comprehensive home safety checklist from Barometer Bob.

Prepare for Severe Weather

In addition to hurricanes, the Bahamas is susceptible to severe thunderstorms, lightning strikes,
tropical storms, and tornadoes. To be prepared for such weather conditions, make sure you
have a plan in place. Here are a few quick tips:

•
•
•
•

Secure loose items around your home that could become projectiles in high winds.
If a tornado warning is issued, head to the lowest level of your home and take shelter in an
interior room away from windows.
Know what you'll do if you lose power or if you have to evacuate your home.
Stock up on supplies like non-perishable food, water, first-aid kits, and flashlights.

Moreover, it's a good idea to have cash on hand in case ATMs are down or power outages
prevent credit card transactions.

Insure Your Home Against Flooding

Although it's not something many people like to think about, flooding is a very real danger in the
Bahamas. In fact, a recent study by the World Bank found that the Bahamas is one of the most
at-risk countries in the world for coastal flooding. To protect your home and your family, it's
important to have flood insurance.

Flood insurance is offered through private insurers and the government, and it protects from
flood damage up to a specific limit. Residents in flood plains typically need to acquire
government-subsidized policies. Most people don't think about buying flood insurance until it's
too late, but it's essential to do so before a disaster strikes.

Create a Fire Safety Plan

Fires are one of the most common disasters that homeowners face. To reduce the risk of fire in
your home, create a fire safety plan and practice it with your family.

Install smoke alarms on every level of your home and test them monthly. Be sure to have an
extinguisher in an easily accessible location in case of fire. Lastly, create an escape route and
practice using it so everyone knows what to do if there is a fire in your home.

Tend To Your Yard

If you want to ensure your home is safe from potential disasters, you must keep your yard in
check. Make sure all trees and limbs are trimmed and away from your house. If you have any
stumps or protruding roots, have them removed by a professional. Tree stump removal can be
dangerous and should only be done by a trained professional.

If necessary, you may have to pay extra for root removal. Roots can cause a lot of damage to
your home if they're not removed properly.

Cool Your Home Office

If you work from home, it's essential to take steps to prevent heat-related illness. Keep your
office cool by using fans or air conditioning, and try these tips:

•
•
•
•

Drink plenty of fluids.
Take breaks often.
Block off drafts in your windows.
Install reflective blinds or shades on your windows.

Further, if you start to feel overheated, dizzy, or lightheaded, get out of the heat and into a cool,
shady area immediately.

Protect Your Home from Leaks

Another way to keep your home safe is to protect it from leaks. Water leaks can cause
extensive damage to your home and they're often hard to spot until it's too late. To prevent
water leaks, inspect all pipes and fittings regularly for signs of wear and tear. Be sure to fix any
leaks as soon as possible to prevent further damage. You should also consider investing in a
water detection system that will alert you if there is a leak in your home.

Conclusion

Home safety is critical for all homeowners, but it can be especially challenging in the Bahamas
where weather-related disasters are common. Use this checklist as a guide for keeping your
home safe from trees, fires, leaks, burglaries, and more. By taking some simple precautions,
you can rest assured knowing that your home is prepared for anything.

by

Melanie Nelson info@disasterprepared.info

